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eelhier autight win lof the sulrageous
Audi, which excited us mane than
amything else n this group, jest as it did
Im last yoar's gaiheriag of cross-country
Fawosurites. There's mo disguishng that 1he
alirepd in just a reworking of the AS Avan
estale, with shimy plasiic underneath to
bk [1how @ sump guard and @ matt-finksh
roof o off-road character, Bt all that
raally matters is the way twin-lurbo Vi
powers throwgh the legendary quattro four-wheel
drive system to deliver 3o much dilving enjoymend
over a quickby-taken stretch of din road, As ever
with the quatiro system, which dales its afigins
tnach b0 earty Woeld Rally Champéonship sucoesses
and splits lorgwe equally between ront and rear
ailes, the allread seems a |ittie front-heavy, bl
this anly belps add to the feeling of high-speed
slability through fast curves since It's reluctast to
e Its 1ail out and simply comes back Info line
if pverstretched nevves see you back ol or brake.

MONEY WELL SPENT

The albread sils solidly on tarmac as well, sasily
oul-acceberating all but the hofiest hatches,
configenily cul-cormnering any two-wheel drive
road-racer, riding firméy but comfortably snd
crulting with admirable refinement. Bud It really
comes Into iis own on loose gravel surfaces, wihene
the assured guaitro traction, constantly kept
undar conirod by & Torsen-type cendre diff thas
Izt k% mutomatically at any sign of whesbspin,
ENSUTES maximaam EFip wnded all conditions.
Wasticing with the Torsen diff b ebectronic traction

AUDI ALLROAD 2.7 T QUATTRO

control, which preves particularty elfective ln
sligpery mud or icy conditions, giving the allroad
an almast Incredible ability 1o keep pulling
through even on Bt raad tyres, The standard-fii
tyres are brfually & elever dusl tread design for
guiet, high-traction on-rcad performance a5 well
as enhanced grip off road.

The allroad cam only go 5o far into uschared
wildernass, however, because of il low ground
chearance, even when the alr sespension &
pusped o full heighl Axle articalation is minimal,
also affecting the Aadi’s abllity 1o cross Eerrain,
e irpcthen osnined far less effective with only two
o thinee whasels In contact with the ground,

Low-range gearing B o cosly option, but this
should not be consldened as 8 uselul ool to ald
ke mliroad’s limited off-road agility which has
more o do with grousd clearance ihan & lack of
tocgwe. |1 would, of couise, albow the car 1o tackle
steep climbs and desoenls with Better coatrol, but
would probably be of greater value helping the
Allzoad cope with iy 2.000kg towing capabiling

The Audi is the most expenshe car in this
groap, bart the suparh bsild gualing ihoold sndipe
eod resale value, 24 long as It doesn™ get
trashed off road. Equipmest maiches the price,
hermever, tram the climate controd, powered seat
adjusiment and COD fysiem lesking after adoupant
tombcr to the andl-lock brakes and shde airbags
far safely. Mearwiile, the allrosd [s also a
perfectly practical family estate with comicmabde
sepiing for fhe and & wsedul cargo By, allowing it
to share day-to-day transport with occasional
high-perfoimante forays inlo the greal cutdoors,
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