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B guisy snail from under the bulging
air-scooped bomnel, matched by a rate
of siceleralion guite remarkabie s 3
prCl-up, was slmost enoegh on it own
Lo seCurn 1o marks. bof the baldly-styled
Nisssn Navara, but It also has othes
atiribuses that propel it abead of other
mare misndarse ane=ianners (hal have
Essempd Lhe role of the recreationad alf-
rasd vehicle,

fhe Navar doesn't hive the roomiest cabin,
80 |egrocen for back-bench prisengers isn't quite
A% SPECICAIE &% A same olher pl-l:h-upi., bud there's
s1ild plenty of room with reasoaably comforiable
neading fov Fve adilts, and the reason the cab ks
& litdle sharter than ethers s because the Nissan
appostions mane af it length to the cargo bay
which [s, after all, ane of the mest Impartan
featsres of sny pick-up, recreationad or not,
The: tabin provides moss than sdequsts
acoommadation lof the active famlily while
ik pick-sp bed can take 3 good load of
camping. clisbing, iahing, riding or ofhes
oubdooss adveniure kit

CREATURE COMFORTS

ilthe Navars sppesrs at firsd gapensive companed
to Its rivals, conslder the equipmenl specification,
which will endwre long-distance family oot
thanks to velour-sphalstered seats, cimate
canied air conditioning and a CO player, while the
frond windows are elecirically operated, the doga
mirrars poeered and heated, Salety is assured
with aithag protection for the froot passenger a5
well &8 driver and antl-bock brakes. On a purely
cosmetic note ke exteriod is brightened By
Muminium side steps, chromed doed Siiiods and
nally 3640 alloy wheels. Leather trim graces the

#eering wheel and gear knob, sporty touckes
matched by race-white Instrnement dials.

Buf the tneck's dynamic perfemance is still
ils greatest asset. With 133 horses pasadding the
power the Mavasa s (e quickest of the plch-ups,
with performance mose akis (o that of a sports
ity 5o thee's bess of a Teeling that vou have
o maove sevipusly downmarkel to achieve double-
el versatility. The frontal styling, with its emolive
chrome grille, reflects the same image as the mose
lesrbbus 4x4 eslates In the Nissan range,
reinforcing ik lseling that ibe Navara s mech
made spodts than utility,

The suspension is mol &5 refined as any more
saphisticaied family off-roader, but it is 5ol ip &
litthe mare salthy than msane work-orented picks
ups, 80 ride comfort kim bad although it can leel
a litle crashy when delven unladen, The big pewsr
of the engine also means class-leading torgue.
the beefy 2371b i ghding the Niszan an easy sdge
aver i rivals in the rough where it readily
cutpaces olhers wilh ils abdity to tread gesily
through mid, amd to climb lang, steep, slopes.
Axip ariiculstion |3 also considesabdy betier than
athers - ane reasan for the sefter suspension
fewd - bub even when temain gets humgy enough
1 lift a wheel a limited-siip difereniisl helps
mairdaia irsclien.

There's @ certaln lack of reflinemsent abowt the
Havara's dibvetrain as a whole, o4 the 2.5.lite
turbsodiesel bn particelar ratiles & lirke toa much
@n idke and gromls vociferously ender hasd
accederation, 1o the acfompaniment of a falr
amoiind of mechanical whine and tsbn hiss, b,
liet’s ber homest, i mot enough of & racket to
ddract signdficantly fram the sheer pleasure of
driving sach & lhely, good-leoking and
camianable pick-up.
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