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1w the way the [iEte Land Rover plodded
sbeadily throwgh the thick mud and up the
sligpery slopes of our besting *bomb-hole*
cdf-rond roue that fieully secaned ils
pasition as aur Tavoarite compact. Mind you,
the Freelander hsd a lal poing for it een
beedore 1aking its aff-roading abilities into
acconl. Fod ome INing. of all ihe cass in this
group s 1he onby sne that has e off-road
styling, sxuding exncity the soi of image
that evoles thoughts of rodling Afvican plains,

Just @s portrayed bn those ‘Been anpwhede exciting
lately’ sdvertisements. For anothes, with the 2.5-
libre 6 g ine mahed (o lipironi-1tyle aud omanic
transamizsion, the freelamdar has lheely on-road
perfosmance (het would pot it shead of any of
these rivals both in a dash away from the lights,
and | fevms ol sheer 165 dpead.

SMRART CHOICE

The three-door Freelander |5 the gocd-looker of
the e, 1he (Beeky (Brusd-ip chid al the front
Balanced by the slope of the C=pliler down ta the
shubley tail, the add-on wimgd ool section al the
roar hinging at the possibility of cabeie-style lun,
Thee smuatt styling continwes inside, where light:
coloured, pleasingly-iestured plastics on dash
and doos trims sre set agaliat guality-feel

cholh or, Im the E5 wersion as festmred hare, lealher
uptlsieny. The inferior styling s practical as well
&% aftractrew, The bow-sol dashBoand hedightening

the feeling of owldeors siriness while providing
shell space with non-slip surfaces, whille 1he big
dear bins are particulary uselul, featuring Nexiblie
bottie grips. There are two glovebones, & lidded
cubby between the sests and a lacking storage
spaie of vensible dimesshoans In the beot Ao,

Thet W6 engire meds 1o be revved (o deliver its
best perflormance, but it doss w0 readily and
Sl e Thee Bree-Speeeed iilo shifts smeaibdy, bicks
doem readiby and can add 1o deiving enjoymint
il wied a1 tiptranic mode (o allow
anticipaicny dewnshifs when approsching quick
CoMmEr of preaaniag 1o overtakes, The Freelandes
also rides well, the all-independent, all-colls
suspension soaking up bumps, while rermaining
firm encugh to allew quick comeriag. Height-
adpuritiable steering and a comfiomabde driving
posture contrilsule (o long-disiante driving comdort.

Thawgh lacking low-range gearing, the bealy
poswr of the V6 and the torque converter slippage
of 1he gulo bom allow the Freclander io cope with
sieep climbs, wiih wheslspin on slippery terraln
eltectively controdled By the electronic tractian
cooiol, & feature standard on all versions, Thl:l-l.l;h-
4WD s sdded automatically, ihrcugh the action of
B WiRCouS coupling. the Freelanders bebhaviour off
mad gultsinigs many others with more complex
wyslems, Thowgh 'S ol the cheapes! oplion, it's
well-equipped, B looks good, It fun to drive and
s compeient on and ol the road, marking it as a
surre winned im iy categont

SPECIFICATIONS
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