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Sweel engine, excellesd reltnement and
an alry, combortable cabln aren't encugh
o give this sleck family estate off- rasd
credibility, Wor is # ofl-road agile, In spite
ol its effective avto-engaging ous-wheed:
difyw system. Medisire ground clearance,
& lack of axie arthculation and s revvy
engine (hat lacks bow-down tonque kegoes
It struggling e coaditions that many of lts
rivals would take in thelr stride. though it
good enosgh for an occasional Ty Into a
woadland car park for a spell ol meuntain
biking. The Hosda's more af home on the
tarmac, whene the englee delighis with (s
smooth power delivery and the pearbog
wilh [ ight and accurse shifl. Good
equipmsnl, especially in the SE Sport,
makes the (R-V look geod value agains)
ihi Feeelander, but it dossn’t exciie

Lissly engine, fasd Randiing. pood four-
wheel-drive systom, spacicus and well-
equlpped interiar - pity aboal the styling.
Subasu made its name with a stanning
4WD peesence in the World Rally
Champianship, for some reason decided
that enthusiasis mast be boring oid falk
who like sothing more than a dull asd
donsarvative-looking estale. Hence ihe
Foresied, & dynamic, supple, nimbde 5nd
exciting car fo ditve - especlally In range-
topping turbochanged form = |noks na
msone eniing than an average road-
galng Lamily car. Vel four-wbsesl drive

Iz permament, with a viscous coupling
letkireg e cenire diff i wheelspin
threatens, with furiher comlml provided
bry i limited slip rear diff, The mon-tarbo
verslons even have b range goaring,

The most desirable Freslander, with il
cosy, leathed-ppholiered five-seater cabin
and refined and ecosomical turbodiese]
engine, pood enough to ghee the Chenshes
a good run fof its money. Though the rear
of the estale is ungainly the Freslsnder
exudes the right isage of exclting off-road
potential, &nd it lives up Eo the prosise 1o
& sarpreing degres thanks 1o good, even
todgue delbvery and electronis tradilan
condrols Including the clever Hill Descent
Contral. The sautomatic fransmission is a
Binus, the tlptronic working particulasty
weell with the lowrewwing tusbadiesal,
while off road its. torque-multiplication
effect virually eliminates sialling I
difficuls situnibons. The Freedander ksn't
cheap, but the cosl s reflectied = high.
fech dibvimg alds and good equlpmen.
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