MITSUBISHI PININ 2.0 GDI EQUIPPE 5-DR

The junisr companion 1o the big-boubser
Shagun sounds greal on paper =ith A%
ively engine snd Erue four-wheel-drive
sysinem, but there's hasdly raeom Lo breaihe
with free adulis sbeard, snd hardly any
liggage. Maximising spate netessutily
resuls in Bony w0l wnintenesting styling,
40 (e Mva-door Pinin doesn't make misth
of a splash in kigh-imege guarers of the
city. Oif-road i's good: super-sebect 4WD
wystem, kow range and centril difl [ock,
thowgh relatiely low ground clearsnce
ard poor anbe arthculation everublly
deleat i The lissty 2.0-litre englee makes
for spirited toran driving, and il ddes
comiortably esough though can Teel a bit
chappy I 1he mough. The Egulppe version
featured bere i3 protably the best value
with B& goad comenlence specificaion,
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Theere's been an altempd o lean an the
Freelandss's shapely success in the X-
Trail's wrag-up froal spodler snd Auted
bonmed, but the rasuld is chumsy rathes
than inspiring. High on practicality, the
Kissan hat & spacksis interkar with an
enellent cargo bay Aoosed in wipe-clean
plastic which, along with an easy seasl-fold
arangemen, makes i great for berrying
diddoor equspment about. This bigger-
engined werslon lacks tbe verve af 1k 2.5-
ligre Freelamder V& but Is still a delight 1o
dubg. Oin the road Ehe MESan Peels Tawl
and nimble, & comseguence of a firm
suspension et-up Thial Ssodeqares i
olf-road egility since even the complex
wiectranically-contmofled tout-whes] drive
system can't cops sdequatedy when the
X-Trall starts [fling wheels
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Wacky siyling rarely endunes, but the
Toyols seems o be becoming & clissic
amang e mass ol pddly band, ooty
conseryaibe seacomens. The BaYq'
chaunky appeal hints at of-reading
sdventurs, bist it really a pretender,
daslgmed mainly for tarmac, It has
permanent Tog-aies| drive bl na

Ieww range, and the suspeniion is iuned
har highway mandling. Equipment id
sxcedlent in this leagbser-uphsolstered and
air-condilipned ange-topplag version, 50
it looks excellent valoe though |Us werth
chacking il yous Family will fit comfortably
inside the cosy cabin which isn'l &% roosvy
&% I would appear io be lrom the car's
hulley dimasshons, Best lealufe — Sid for
sireel preiente - b5 the D-50 turbodiesel,
wmnath, powerful and econemical
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