oadern citywise styling. a suparbly
porweiTal and refined power plant
and genaine off-road capakdlity
in @ comdgrtalle. well-appoirted
eslate mesn an unbeatable
csmbinglkan thal seds the
pmart Cherokes apart. % a bobd
car with a touch of the Amedican
brashiness It meeds 1o carry the
Jeep begend inba the bestle of
madem high-image city life, the mand Jeep’
headiamps and sewea-slogted grille himting at off:
tosd extitement while ihe passenges campatimen
is all aboast comdort and convenience. The interlor
gt echoes the high-fashlon approach, the
smart dashboard and deor panels proside a solid
madern bachgroand against wiich (he mound
white-2aced dials, circular alr venls and round
salin-chrome dooe kandbes gdd a towth of relio.

EARSY RIDER

srong performande |3 this range-topping verskon's
feste, the 3.7-litre V& = boasiing mane power than
Lahil Rirdt's 4.0-litre VB - delivers encugh
gelaway gnent (o spin the wheels off the [ne,
lnursthing the Chenokee to Gomph in a hat-hatoh-
chasing 10 Bsecs wilh a slick-shifting auto sluring
1R changes thnough slmost iImpserceptibdy, The
performance b5 there o be enjoyped, because the
Cherakee also has road manners fo Bandle ikis big
powrt wilh easy confldenie, the sunpention being
firm encagh to tame body roll bn fast comers, and

I yosl e in & herry comering can b #nhasied
a5 e Selec-Trac sysiem allows 1he jeep fo be
driven In four-wheel drive on the highway

WWith such & strong heritaes o live up fo, the
leep's designers hesitated 1o go the whole way
when madernising the Cherokee’s drivetradn,
Thie bady is 2 modem monarogue design, bt
Bt imcorpovates 8 budli-In chassis-like stacture in
add righdity, and the back axbe remsing irid where
confemporaries hune gone all-independent in the
irdterests of Impaoved on-toad iide End iefinemend.
bn spite of this the jeep rides smoothby just
occasionally becoming a Bitle ussettled at the
riir on Fipgled o rutbed $retches.

As with sy modeim urban off-roades the
e has sperifced ground clearance and aule
articulalion for en-road siabdlity, and i shows
when the oll-rosd going pets trichy since 0 easy
o Uitk a wheel ba recky or hampy areas, limdting
progress bacawss the Cherokee has no additional
traction alds such as locking diferesials ar
#leciranis lracisan canbicl. Where s wheels can
be kept on the ground, though, the jeep has the
powed - and the low-range gearing - 1o impress.
with [ty off-road prowess, easily cutpating s key
rivisl, the Land Rover Freelander. Though ose ol the
mare gapEnsive o i This group, the Chesokes
lestires excellent equipment theoisgheul the
range, all versians hiving sir conditioning, remote
ceniral bocking, efectric windows and a COD player
which, aleng with the roomy, well-sppodnted cabin
adds mp to a lot of car fior the money,
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