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1SUZU TROOPER 3. l'.l OT DUTY LWB

For many the Treaper is an ideal car, with
Its roamy and reasomably comborfabils
Inderior, steady and economical englne, ok
cistying refinement and sdeguate fous-
wheal-drve abilly. “Heasonable’ and
‘ndequabe’ sum up the Treoper - I does
Fveryi hiag bl doein't eucle, The same
applles o the sbyling, which s neal
enciagh, smoath enosgh and sven bold
enoiagh to axude sesne ofl-road character,
but it"s no Beshlon statement eliher in the
city or out in the Geld. The simple But
eflective selectable four-wheel-dilve
sysiEe i engagsd by a dash bublon, bt
kersr range uses floce-mpounted gear liver,
The heavy chassis and rigld back axls
make i a pood towcas, but mediocre ride
Peight and the toersion. bar-sprnang Fost
suspengian compromise its off-road ability.
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Bul for Its price, and the narmow feel of ihe
cakin, this could 30 easily have been the
clas winner because It & such a good
dynamst package. The englne has a
delightful sownd, delivering spirited
piceleration and easy high-speed highway
crulsing = a supremely refined aifair since
thie suspamsbn, In spits of the big beam
aales, offers impressively smooth ride. The
Active Comering Enhencesnent keeps the
Discovery level In bends, enharting
delving enjoymesd mo end. And off road the
Discovery Is masterful, with excellent anke
arisculstion, the engine producing vast
teigue from low speeds, Tractien conirol,
Hill Pescent Comirol and even the optlen of
& cenire diff lock complete the olf-roading
pletuge, while superb leatber uphalsiory
graces ihe well equipped cabin.
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W you requaine an elegantily uncluthessd and
spaclows passenger comaartment in a
smart MPV-style body bal with a madicum
of glf-road sbillty, here's the Mercedes,
Emcedlent engineering, builld guality snd
reflimement, just no ofl-raader loaks. On
the road it's a superd drivers car, rdding
fiemiy but handling well, while the efficient
2. 7-llkre comeson=rall turbodiese] oM
eager, smath and economéical PIEess,
The turbodiesel Iu the good-valee cholce
fram the eange, though key |wosres (B
automatic transmission and |saihes
uphglsteny are expensive oplions. OF rosd
the Mercedes bs surpsisingly competent,
since its very evident lack of axie
artlculailon ks bo some extent oveicome by
Ehe efleciiwe electicnic fractlon costrol,
and the engine's geod bw-rev torgue.
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