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KIA SORENTO GRDI KE

@ming froem 8 masuladiuned Best known
tor cheap remakes of odd Mardas, ke
Sonenls cams ¥4 8 surprise. | looks,
feels amd debves like an excellent,
thoroughly medern car, Kla has shed
Its s@cond-rele mage 5nd n & guesl
ta become one of the world's top
carmapkes has concentraled &n balld
gisadity, high-tech design and materialy
and state-of-the-art poveer plants in s
seibes of key new models. entompassing codinary
rond cars s well a5 MPVs and, of course, the
particwlarty high-image world of modern SUVE,
‘Whinl mpresses most abowt the Sorento 4 1Bal
Kiis shunned the trend towards style-led frossowers
welirled which make only a token nod towands
off-road ability. The Sorento stays tree to te
traditions |apanese-siyte off-toad package using
a separate sleel chasss, torslon-bar independes
suspesdian up front and a rigid rear adde hung on
coll springs, with high and lew-ramge geasing.

VALUE LEADOER
Thaugh Styled In Konea the Sorento bs almed at the
US amd Europe, 5o the lines are reminiscesi ol
olher modern ofl-resders, lke the Marcedes ML
and Lexus BX300, bt with subtle sculpting ghving
il a destinctive appearanoe of it oem - sleek yel,
wnlike 50 mary others, hisling st off-rosd prowes.
Thee Entedicr allso has a touch of the Orient abaut
|, bl i s phemsengly sbyled in qually materials
ind the panel [ and finlch is as good as anything
eis I 1o cLass, The high-roof Wiyling and wide
stance ghee il a comifortable adry five-seater cabdn
which |5 excepllanally well equipped for the

meoney = gven the base XE version sporls air
conditianing, all-elecisic windows, remote central
lockieg, (O systam, alloys and taied glass, while
the range-topping &5 has climate cosirol amd
lrad by izphedsteny with heating snd ebegbic
deiver’s seal adjustment. Safety is right up to
scrabch, with side airhags and 1hnes-paoint
seatbelts for all five seats standand In afl vertloes.

Power b provided by 8 msdern tirbodiesel
uting second-generalkon comman-maill fuel
Inpgiion, @ punchy 2.4-1re un® capable of
delivering 138 homepower and a beafy 23271k ft
of toegue ~ compare (Bal with the 1386 horepsoees
and z2o0db i of torgoe from the Discovery™s TDg =
bud wiih elficiency that relumds 33-2mpg on the
Eurn combdned cycle

Dby, 1he Sateaio olfers. e types of Tour-
wheel-drive system, selectable on the XE medel
#nd permanend oa (ke higher-Lpecification 15,
presumakbly in the bebiel that budget-comsclous
buyers seek the perceived economy benefits of
rumning In twa-wheel drive an the road, while the
more Image-conschous will wish 1o emulaie the
poermanesl=-4 WD stalus of 1he BMW g Mercedes
ML and Land Rewer Discovery, Either way, the
systam works well, a5 we discovered 18 our "Bamb-
FBale” test ared, where the Sorento, with B low
range engaged merely by twiddling the dash-
mounted selector switch, trudged happlly arousd
a rouie that |n samse parts bed deleated even the
eep Wrangler. With its excellent equipment, good
Balld guabity, Nne road mamsners aod troe olf-road
capabdlity the Sorenfo has pood eason 1o &am &
high soone in this coalest, even 'without
contideting the rdiculously good value peicing,
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