|

OF THE VEAR 2004 - FULL-SIZE GROUP -

JEEP GRAND GHERDKEE 2.7 CRD LIMITED

lest about ewerything you'd boape ie find

In a BMW is bete Lo enjoy - great driving
position, musCelsr perboimEhie §nd SmMar
luzuriouw equipned Interor it doesn’ look
much liks an off-roades, though, which i
just as well Because amyone attempting any
watious 4 sdventuring weuld guickly
become disillusioned, mot Lo mention
herrified bo discover how much the repairs
wold cost afterwands, Thare ae even s
imaple of dhappointments on the rasd,
sanchs as ithee everliom sumpeersion and raidher
pondenat feel tn the steering - nol guaile
&5 crisp as W ought to be in o debver's can.
The permanent 4WD sysiem means that
handiing |5 whimadely very good, &5 is high-
speed refinement but for & lttle foo mach
Ty Foar. This 18 very muth o eapessee
sports wility poser for well-hesied oty folk,

Probabdy 1he besi blend sved of traditkanal
oiff-roader amd modern urban cruiser, the
big beep mines codl-sprung Live axles and
eptional difl locks with as #legami
manoogue bodyshell in a way that woris
for bokh discipdines - it really is 8 serious
oif-roader, but also looks the business

im ihe high street. Thowgh thecretically
styted bo appeal o European Lastes,

the Grand Chercloess 5311 has a strong
Amaican fesd, & leeling 5 rellected In

the slightly oversolt lesther-upholstend
afmchaly segating. As with sy big oll-
roader the big power version is the mosi
deiiiakile - in the [eeh this would irodve a
lessty gy.p=litre WB = But for practical
pairposes the 3.7-libe comman-rall
Mborcades turbodlesel |s unguastionabdy
the maast papular chodce.

Lersr-ramge pearisg and traciion control giee
this elegant estate surprisingly good off-
rand abilEy, even theugh the suspenilon i
w0 well ted down to ensame stable on-road
harmdling that § spands mast of Hs time ol
road waving wheels in the air, But then, as
wilh $0 many of these new-wave lusury
sports utilities, the ML ka't really an off-
rabder a1 all, it's & big, powerful aslate with
excellent road manmers and high-speed
eruislng refinement trading on lis badge,
lrather-lad and alr<ordibened Interlos
and superh Meroedes englineering. Hende
e ML books espre ke an MPY [Ben & mud-
plispger, which bites it paints even thaugh
it s actually nuite good in the mud. This
big W8 version |8 definitely 1he star plager
in the mnge, theugh its mone a1 hose an
ke highay than oul o the range.
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