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here's still mothing o tomch the Range
Reweer for aheer (Lissy oempetence; few pel
amyateere mbar projecting 1he same level

of Image and presente on and off the road.
Mos! modem chaBiengers have given up all
prefende of true off-road abflity, which in
spite of Ity Impoasing books and superbly-
trimmied |uxuricus inbesior the Range Hover
sl las by spades, and resnalng one of the
stronges! reasons for plching it as a winner
since NS road Behaviowr B owell up 1o (he standand
o anything offered by any of its rivaks. Certainly
the Range Bives i expeaibe, bul B desarves io
b, not only becarse of the alr of expet
crafsmanship exuded by the sifched leslther
chothing the executhve-style cabin, and the
pamprehesiig equipsent 3petification intludiag
true concert-quality stereo, but becawse of the
strpng heritage, that dates back ower hree
decades, which has abways marked i§ as Britain's,
nd the world's, premier oll-raades.

CLASS ACT

IF this versloa has a fadling i's in the mild

prwed daflpul of the Ta6 engine. In terms of
refinement and power delivery IT's a beilllant

piete of enginsering. buf this really is a cas that
SEsaTves wes| Over Too horsepoveer, Excellang
sound deasdening means 1he engine 1s nol
Imdrus b in lessuraly driving, bat when you're n s
feurry theve's mo hiding the fact that the engine |3
waorking hard to ghifl the Bulk of ihis impasiag ofl-
road Umoetine. From & standing start there's just a
ligtle ben misch delay as the trassmisshan wails hoer
the engine to spin wp into By power band before
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clutching in the drive, and ikough the engine
meved Lounds harsh al can be heard stradning o
kigh mevs in its effort to pull the Range Rover up 1o
speed, The W petrol vershon s without question
the wversian [0 own, bl Bor 1Be slemple tact thal the
Tdé promises zompyg economie Bt i every other
rEspEc] the BEnge Rover i @ clear winnae On the
road i & fast and refined losg distance cruiser,
efforiless once up to speed, while oa winding
coundry highways it readhalding has to be
papfignied (o be belipved, The air suspension—a
techinology since adopled by several rivals = ghves
a magic carpet quality of ride while keeping the
bdg car stable af ali timss, whils & clever valving
arrangement solbens (B teipeniion bor alf-road
conditiens, allewing an almost usballeable
amsuil of wheil Briodslon considerng 1he all-
Indepemdent suspension setup.

&WD is permanen] with an awlo-engaging
centre differemiiad lock, and alihough there are
nid ande differential locks the Range Rover ke an
Impresshaely efiective slecironks traction contred
yystem that with the rumbding torque of the big VA
gees 1L predty much go-asmewtseie ability; the less
besedy T doesn’t cope quite & well with extremes-
sitmation stesp slippery climbs, but the traction
aids are well wp to sesing it through the mud,
slush end rutied trails of more nedmal off-road
usage. Anoiher ey o Ehe Range Rovers suciess
Is ihe impliciey of cperstion. Flick the litle ieggle
wwitch on the cenfral console Im ihe direction ol
the mountain Symbsal and you're in low range all-
roading mode, tap the rocker switch on the dash
1@ incnease the ground clearande. Thes polrd the
cad where you wand o go asd drbes,
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